Reye's syndrome: relapses and neurological sequelae.
Twenty-two children aged 2 months to 11 years were seen at our institution from January 1970 to March 1975 with clinical, laboratory, and/or histological features consistent with the diagnosis of Reye's syndrome. There were three pairs of siblings. Severity of the illness ranged from relatively benign to rapidly fatal forms. Five received live attenuated vaccines within the three weeks prior to admission. Four relapsed 1 to 21 months after the initial episode, and in one there were multiple recurrences. Six developed major neurological sequelae. All patients graded levels IV and V by EEGs on admission subsequently died in contrast to none from grades 1 and 2. Peritoneal dialysis was carried out in the more severely affected patients. The procedure did not influence final outcome as predicted by the first EEG and is thought to be of limited value.